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purpose, for both Heaven and you have obstinately de-
layed your favors. After idling away the spring months
at Ashestiel, I am just returned to idle away the summer
here, and I have lately lighted upon rather an interesting
article in your way. If you will turn to Barbour's Bruce
(Pinkerton's edition, p. 66), you will find that the Lord
of Lorn, seeing Bruce covering the retreat of his follow-
ers, compares him to Gow MacMorn (Macpherson's Gaul
the son of Morni). This similitude appears to Barbour
a disparagement, and he says, the Lord of Lorn might
more mannerly have compared the King to Gadef eir de
Lawryss, who was with the mighty Duke Betys when he
assailed the forayers in Gadderis, and who in the retreat
did much execution among the pursuers, overthrowing
Alexander and Thelomier and Danklin, although he was
at length slain; and here, says Barbour, the resemblance
fails. Now, by one of those chances which favor the
antiquary once in an age, a single copy of the romance
alluded to has been discovered, containing the whole his-
tory of this Gadef eir, who had hitherto been a stumbling-
block to the critics. The book was printed by Arbuthnot,
who flourished at Edinburgh in the seventeenth century.
It is a metrical romance, called The Buik of the Most
Noble and Vauliant Conquerour, Alexander the Grit.
The first part is called the Foray of Gadderis, an incident
supposed to have taken place while Alexander was besieg-
ing Tyre; Gadef eir is one of the principal champions,
and after exerting himself in the manner mentioned by
Barbour, unhorsing the persons whom he named, he is at
length slain by Emynedus, the Earl-Marshal of the
Macedonian conqueror. The second part is called the
Avowis of Alexander, because it introduces the oaths
which he and others made to the peacock in the "chalmer
of Venus," and gives an account of the mode in which
they accomplished them. The third is the Great Battell
of Effesoun, in which Porus makes a distinguished fig-
ure. This you are to understand is not the Porus ofethod of his own payment to be regulatedccasioned "by the poems attrihuted to Eowley. Mr. Ellis adds, 'The
